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SUBJECT: MFA OFFICIALS VIEWS ON LEBANON 

REF: TEL AVIV 6052 

1 . SUMMARY: YAEL VERED.MFA DIRECTOR OF MIDDLE EAST AND EAST 
MEDITERRANEAN AFFAIRS, ON SEPTEMBER 22 HAVE US HER VIEWS ON 
SOME ELEMENTS IN THE LEBANESE SITUATION. SHE SAID THAT WEST 
BANKERS WOULD NOT ACCEPT MANY PALESTINIAN REFUGEES FROM 
LEBANON, EVEN IN THEIR OWN STATE; DENIED THAT LEBANESE 
CHRISTIAN TROOPS WERE TRANSITING ISRAEL INTO SOUTH LEBANON; 
SUGGESTED THAT SYRIA MAY HAVE ITS OWN "RED LINE" REGARDING 
IRAQI TROOPS IN LEBANON; AND EXPECTED CLOSER SYRIAN-LEBANESE 
TIES AFTER THE INAUGURATION OF SARKIS. END SUMMARY. 

2. WEST BANK STATE FOR PALESTINIANS FROM LEBANON? VERED 
SAID THAT THE WEST BANKERS THEMSELVES WOULD NOT BE WILLING 
TO ACCEPT ANY SIGNIFICANT NUMBER OF PALESTINIAN 
REFUGEES FROM LEBANON, NOT EVEN IF A PALESTINIAN STATE 
WERE SET UP. THEY WOULD SAY THAT THE WEST BANK IS "ALREADY 
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TOO FULL, AND COULD NOT ABSORB VERY MANY "FOREIGNERS.” 
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AS ILLUSTRATION FOR HER STATEMENT, VERED CITED THE 
NEGATIVE REACTION AMONG WEST BANKERS SOME YEARS AGO WHEN 
ISRAEL TRIED TO ENCOURAGE - THROUGH ECONOMIC MEANS - 
REFUGEES IN OVERCROWDED GAZA TO MOVE TO THE WEST BANK. 

THE GAZA REFUGEES WERE NOT WELCOME, SHE SAID. MOST 
REFUGEES IN LEBANON, LIKE THOSE IN GAZA, HAVE THEIR ROOTS 
IN GALILEE, NOT IN THE WEST BANK - AND THEY WOULD NO MORE 
BE WELCOMED NOW BY THE WEST BANKERS THAN THE GAZA REFUGEES 
WERE PREVIOUSLY. 

3. CHRISTIAN TROOPS MOVED TO SOUTH LEBANON, SOME VIA ISRAEL? 
VERED SAID THAT NO CHRISTIAN TROOPS " "NOT ONE" - HAD GONE 
INTO SOUTH LEBANON VIA ISRAEL. SHE ADDED THAT, AS FAR AS 
ISRAEL KNOWS, THERE HAS NOT BEEN ANY MOVEMENT OF CHRISTIAN 
TROOPS INTO SOUTH LEBANON. "THEY DO NOT NEED TO," SHE 

SAID, SINCE THERE IS NO FIGHTING THERE. CHRISTIAN TROOPS 
REMAIN MAINLY IN THE NORTH AND MOUNTAINS, VERED SAID. 

4. IRAQ-SYRIA PROBLEM GROWING? VERED SAID THAT THE 
ORIGINAL TRANSFER OF IRAQI TROOPS TO THE SYRIAN BORDER HAD 
MADE NO DIFFERENCE IN THE INTERNAL SITUATION IN SYRIA OR IN 
LEBANON. SYRIA HAD UNDERSTOOD THAT IRAQ DID NOT INTEND 
TO STAGE AN INVASION. BUT WITH THE EXPANSION OF THE 
NUMBER OF IRAQI TROOPS IN LEBANON FROM WHAT HAD FIRST 
BEEN 150 TO WHAT IS NOW SEVERAL THOUSAND - THE QUESTION 
ARISES WHETHER SYRIA HAS ITS "OWN RED LINE" IN LEBANON 
(BEYOND WHICH IRAQI INTERVENTION WOULD TRIGGER AN 

OPEN SYRIAN-IRAQI CONFRONTATION). 

5. SYRIAN-LEBANESE FUTURE? VERED SAID THAT AFTER SARKIS IS 
TNT ALT .ED. SHE LOOKS FOR A FORMAL STRENGTHEING OF SYRIAN- 
LEBANESE TIES, WHICH "IS EXACTLY WHAT SYRIA WANTS." SHE 
FOUND IT SIGNIFICANT THAT AT THE END OF AUGUST - WELL BEFORE 
THE INAGURATION OF SARKIS - THE DAMASCUS SEMI-OFFICIAL 
BAATH NEWSPAPER AL THAWRAH SAW FIT TO SUGGEST A FEDERATION 
OF SYRIA, JORDAN, AND LEBANON. (WE NOTE FROM DAMASCUS 

5966 THAT THE IDEA WAS DISCUSSED DURING SARKIS’ VISIT TO 
DAMASCUS AT THAT TIME.) NEEDLESS TO ADD, VERED SAID, 

CLOSER TIES WILL HAVE THE IMMEDIATE EFFECT OF FURTHER 
JUSTIFYING THE PRESENCE OF SYRIAN TROOPS IN LEBANON. 
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6. COMMENT: VERED'S STATEMENT THAT A WEST BANK STATE WILL 
NOT RESOLVE THE REFUGEE PROBLEM REPRESENTS A STANDARD 
ISRAELI VIEW, AS DO HER REMARKS ON THE STRENGTHENING OF 
SYRIAN-LEBANESE TIES. HER DENIAL THAT CHRISTIAN TROOPS 
WERE TRANSITING ISRAEL INTO SOUTH LEBANON WAS QUITE FIRM. 

IN BOTH THIS AND OUR LAST MEETING WITH VERED (REFTEL), SHE HAS 
REVEALED PARTICULAR SENSITIVITY TO THE SYRIAN IRAQI 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 

ELEMENTS OF THE LEBANESE EQUATION. 
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